
Partners for a Healthier Community

April 9, 2010
A meeting of Partners for a Healthier Community was held on Friday, April 9, 2010 in Jackson Room at Charlton Hospital in Fall River. BJ Valente called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.   
Minutes

All previous minutes and future minutes will be posted onto MyFallRiver.org
VOTED to approve Minutes through April 9, 2010
Financial Report

Financial Report was circulated at the meeting.

Discussion of financial report

VOTED to approve Financial Report through April 9, 2010
Items for Discussion
· Removal of Healthy Lifestyles on Treasurer Report – The removal was discussed and it was VOTED to remove Healthy Lifestyles from the Report since it has not been active.
· Donation of Gift Card for Battleship Cove – Alvin McMahon was given the gift card when he received the Hometown Hero Award. He donated the card to Partners for a Healthier Community. The card was given to Robin Jones to give to a family in the Early Intervention Program. 
· Update of Substance Abuse Committee – Dawn informed the group that the first meeting went well. They are currently working on a strategic plan and are planning four events. There are many people in the area working on the issue of substance abuse but are all going in different directions. The group will be reaching out to local physicians. Dr. Weed mentioned reaching out to people who sell alcohol. Marcia asked if this sub-committee should be added to the Treasurer’s Report. It will be added at the Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force, but they will need a Mission Statement.
Report of Work Groups

Access to Health Care – Roger informed the group that there was no meeting last month. They are getting referrals from the church breakfast that was held. They are looking to meet with members of some of the churches. 

Youth CHOICES  - Project YES has hired 11 youth, 6 of which are leading the HEAT club at Spenser Borden and Tansey. 2 of the youth are doing tech support, 2 are speaking with Nicole Fortier to be community garden managers, and 1 youth is the assistant recreation coordinator.

April 24 is Global Youth Service Day. There will be an Improv workshop with Brian Martins from Out of the Gutter Comedy and an America’s Promise Workshop.

June 19 is the Kids Kickoff to Summer at Ruggles Park.

It was mentioned that this was the best report by Youth CHOICES.

This year is possibly the last year for the Thomas Gunta 5K Race.

Healthy City Initiative – The Fitness Challenge Finale is May 7 at the Eagle. Participation in the Challenge this year has increased - thanks to MyFallRiver.org.

Healthy Kid Day is April 17 at the YMCA.

There is a new magazine out called Envisage, put out by Eva dos Santos. There are no ads. Kathy Palozo invited the Fitness Challenge to have an article in the next issue.

Dr. Weed mentioned that Shape Up RI has Blue Cross Blue Shield as a sponsor. 

www.exerciseismedicine.org/ - Physicians that want to be able to prescribe exercise to patients. 

The DPH is going to be directing resources to the area for High Blood Pressure, High Cholesterol, and Diabetes. Donna mentioned that the resources would create a way for facilities to communicate with other facilities. There will be financial and question and answer support. There will also be a financial kick back for physicians that participate. It was mentioned that some insurance companies will reimburse for gym memberships. This is due to launch in June in Fall River and New Bedford. 

There is also a grant coming out from the CDC for diabetes prevention

There is a grant opportunity from the EPA, $25,000, to hire a part time employee. In Fall River there is no one in charge of environmental protection. There are many studies that have been done, but there is no way to access and keep track of the information. This would allow for someone to create a local database on the environmental protection studies. The second year would allow for a 15 member advisory group.

April 21 is the Healthy City Spring Workshop on Parks, Open Spaces, and Community Gardens.

Dr. Weed informed the group that the Urban Parks Advocacy is going well. The artwork in the stairwells at Government Center has changed. 

On May 1 there will be a city wide clean-up. Some of the Neighborhood Associations are adopting a park to clean up. The YEAH group is working with the alternative school to do “found art” or recycled art.

Wendy informed the group that Fall River Youth Court has started to work with the Neighborhood Associations. 

Joey DaSilva from the Housing Authority will be adding a community garden at Oak Village. 

Marilyn mentioned that she has manure for gardens if it is needed.

Dr. Weed mentioned that they are looking for someone to coordinate neighborhood markets.

Dr. Weed showed the group a binder about Small Business Worksite Health & Wellness Collaborative. http://gfrpartners.com/WorksiteHealthImprovement.html for more information. In order to get a binder you have to visit with them. If your worksite is doing something it can be submitted for a contest, the winner will be announced at the Business Expo in October.

Announcements

June 7 – Healthy Communities Conference at Hoagland Pincus Conference Center – Shewsbury

April 16 1:30-3:30 the DPH Commissioner will be holding a Regional Health Dialogue at the UMass Dartmouth - Woodland Commons

June 5 – People Inc. & Diabetes Association Walk-A-Thon for Camp Kyle at Heritage State Park. E-mail mramos@diabetesmass.org
Children in Balance grant ending May 31; there will be 2 more elementary school fairs.

May 11 – 8 week program to help quit smoking at St. Anne’s 508.674.5600 x2392

All Board of Health contracts having to do with non-smoking have been extended.

100 Best Communities for Youth application is being filled out

The Spring flyer of events at CDREC is available. 

Project YES is looking for trainings for the youth.

Wendy thanked the group on behalf of the Peace by Piece Summit Committee.

May 12 – Peace Pole Planting Day.

May 22 – Stepping Out to Support Foster Care; http://unitedneighborsoffallriver.org/FosterCareWalkaThon.html
Attachments

1. Attendance

Meeting Adjourned at 10:00 am 

Next Meeting May 14, 2010
Southcoast Hospitals – Charlton Site

MEETING IN THE JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM
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