
Partners for a Healthier Community

December 11, 2009
A meeting of Partners for a Healthier Community was held on Friday, December 11, 2009 in Jackson Room at Charlton Hospital in Fall River.  BJ Valente called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.   

The meeting began with greetings to new and continuing members. Introductions made by all. 

Minutes

The October minutes will be put onto MyFallRiver.org along with all of the minutes from this point on.
VOTED to approve Minutes through December 11, 2009

Financial Report

Financial Report was circulated at the meeting.

Discussion of financial report

There were many transactions over the course of the 2 months. 

For the first time the legislative breakfast is tied up by the next meeting.

The breakfast cost less than last year; Whites cost more due to the increase in meal tax. New Bedford has been sent the invoice and the check was requisitioned. 
David Weed is now the first Partners for a Healthier Community employee.

VOTED to approve Financial Report through December 11, 2009

Report of Work Groups

Access to Health Care – They met last week with Pastor Tony, the senior pastor at the Free Methodist Church, 1438 Pleasant Street. Pastor Tony is happy with what Access is doing. He will be getting all of the Spanish and Brazilian Pastors in the city together in order for Access to speak to them about health care. The pastors already meet monthly. The meeting is planned as a breakfast meeting for January 30, 2010 at the Free Methodist Church. There was a motion on the floor to donate $100 to the Free Methodist Church. Dr. Weed moved the motioned and it was accepted. Pat told him about the services at HealthFirst and SSTAR. Pastor Tony has been taking people up to Boston in order to receive health care. 
Jim Sheehan asked what the function of Access to Health Care was; it was answered to make sure people have access to health care centers. Jim asked if they had enough translators; yes, Pastor Tony has his own interpreters. 

Invites are being sent to the rest of the pastors in the city.

Wendy mentioned a program titled UVisa that deals with Domestic Violence. It is for women who have married in order to obtain a green card. The program helps women separate from their abuser and provides assistance keeping their green card. 
Pat mentioned that the series from the spring on unnatural causes will be available on DVD. There are 2 sets that are available for loan. Letters will be sent out so people know that the DVDs are available. 

Jim informed the group that there is a bilingual advocate from BMC HealthNet available for Fall River residents. 
HealthFirst will be getting a new building; they still need to raise an additional 1.5 million. The building won’t be ready for at least a year. This could provide office space for those in government center. United Neighbors of Fall River has offered office space on Fridays. 
Healthy Youth  - Health Youth is combining with SARGE because they are doing the same things. They will be changing the name to Youth CHOICES (Community building and mobilization for Healthy youth development through positive Opportunities, Intervention and prevention, Collaboration and Empowerment and Support to ensure success.) This will bring in involvement of the Police Department. Also, will help when looking for funding sources because of a larger collaboration.

The Shannon Grant is down to about $275,000, which needs to be divided among 17 agencies. About $70,000 goes to the police and $70,000 goes to Youth Outreach and Peaceful Coalition. This cut will affect the Peace Summit. Wendy will bring a proposal for money for the summit. 
There are currently 9 Youth Outreach workers, which will be going down to 2, not including the Peaceful Coalition Community Coordinator. They will work no more than 19 hours. 

Jameson said they are looking to shift more to youth development and do different training, like work and leadership training. Peaceful Coalition and Youth Voice are ready to go out into the community to do trainings. Gang recruitment is now at the elementary school level; there is a gang problem at the Letourneau School with the bloods and the cribs. 
Peaceful Coalition is working well in the High School. The School Department is applying for Title 4 money, with hopes of making Peaceful Coalition a part of the whole School Department. 

Durfee Principal, Paul Marshall is impressed by Peaceful Coalition by their work in the community and by their grades. 
Marcia mentioned that there is $4500 in the budget for youth evaluation, which can be used for YRBS, youth rick behavior services. 

The youth delegates are to be picked soon. There will be 12, a junior and senior on various committees within the city. The interviews went very well, many of the youth showed up in suits. The youth had to rank which committees they would like to be a part of. 

Red Wagon Competition - http://www.fallriveryouthzone.com/Fall_River_Youth_Zone/Red_Wagon_Competition.html
America’s Promise is coming up. In 2008, Fall River was voted one of the 100 Best Cities for youth. Each organization should submit to become a Promise Place. http://myfallriver.org/node/388 (The MyFallRiver.org article about the program) 
Healthy City Initiative – The Fall River Fitness Challenge Warm-Up is coming to an end, there were 150 participates. They will be coming back for tests to see what the improvements were. Students in the nursing program at Diman have been at CDREC and the YMCA to educate those coming into those buildings. There were speakers, Dr. Vaillancourt did one on stress management and there was another done about healthy eating by Mary Flynn from Brown University. 
Fitness Challenge sign-up is January 9,2010 from 10am-2pm. There will be a health resource fair and WSAR will be broadcasting live from the event. This is also the day of Mayor-Elects Family Fun and Fitness Day at Heritage State Park. There will be trolleys that will be going back and forth between the events. The Fitness Challenge ends May 8, 2010 at The Eagle. 
Project Yes is a grant from the Attorney General’s office. It is a 2 year grant that would allow for 12 youth to be hired to work on healthy fitness stuff. 

The Learn and Serve grant was submitted. It is a 3 year grant, that would have 200 middle school aged youth doing 100 service learning hours, community service, and working on the community gardens. New youth would have to be involved each year. New Bedford has committed to 50 middle school aged youth.

Mark from Biggest Loser has agreed to do classes during the Fitness Challenge. 

Children In Balance – There are now 5 garden beds at the Watson School Garden. The worms are in and the dirt will be in next week. The children have started a worm farm, there were 6 pounds of worms. Teachers are getting professional development points because they are doing so much extra with the students. 
Whites has changed their breakfast options due to the Legislative Breakfast. Chris LaFrance from Whites received positive feedback from the breakfast, which led to the change. Partners will be sending him a letter commending him for the change. It will also be blogged about on MyFallRiver.org.

There were surveys done asking people about the Healthy City Initiative. The results are from the past 5 years. Survey results will be available on the Healthy City website next week.
Design Team has new plans about what could be done with additional funding and incorporates new goals. 
If we are successful in receiving the stimulus money for the obesity and tobacco, we will be hiring people, but if we do not see the money we still plan to do what was discussed that the money would be used for. 
Announcements

It was mentioned that there needs to be a representative from the Department of Mental Health
Tuesday, December 15, 2009 at 4:30pm the Stairwell Gallery Opening at Government Center will take place

January 12, 2010 there is a conference about how to get worksite employees healthy. 

There is an InterCHNA meeting December 15 at 1:30pm at the DPH regional center. The 6 CHNAs in the South East will be there.

January 6, 2010 there is a training for the Neighborhood Market Survey. 

Brenda Viveiros announced that BMC HealthNet Plan was voted #1 in the state and #2 in the country.

Jim announced that Pat Botelho is available to help the under or uninsured in the city. She is bilingual, people just need to call St. Anne’s. 
Attachments

1. Attendance

Meeting Adjourned at 10:00 am 

Next Meeting January 8, 2009
Southcoast Hospitals – Charlton Site

MEETING IN THE JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM

Visit us at www.gfrpartners.com
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