
Partners for a Healthier Community

February 12, 2010
A meeting of Partners for a Healthier Community was held on Friday, February 12, 2010 in Jackson Room at Charlton Hospital in Fall River. Roger Dextradeur called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.   

The meeting began with greetings to new and continuing members. Introductions made by all. Roger informed the group that the hospital has asked us to keep the noise level down due to the offices next door and to make sure we leave in a timely manner.

Minutes

All previous minutes and future minutes will be posted onto MyFallRiver.org
VOTED to approve Minutes through February 12, 2010
Financial Report

Financial Report was circulated at the meeting.

Discussion of financial report

Marcia stated that on previous financial reports there was a small mistake to the Health Youth numbers, but the final number was always correct

VOTED to approve Financial Report through February 12, 2010
DON Budget – The School Department has asked to meet with Dave Weed and talk about a health strategic planning process. First they would need to look at the environment. This is seen as a chance to start speaking with the School Department with the possibility of getting comprehensive health education back into the schools.

Dave passed out the proposed budget allocation and previous allocation plan.

$2,000 will be for the next SCI AmeriCorps Member. Next the Healthy City budget was explained. Dave mentioned that the Mini-Grants be dropped; they have been somewhat successful, they got people to know about the Partners. Also, Dave suggested dropping the $5,000 from the Healthy City budget for project-related expenses; dropping the Legislative Breakfast to $5,000; and use $3,000 for the potential substance abuse task force.

Dave mentioned that we have not heard about the tobacco grant. The State received $2 million for marketing and media on smoking cessation. 

Marilyn Edge stated that she called the Department of Public Health; she was told that we have a good chance at getting the tobacco money, maybe not all $8 million, but splitting it with New Bedford.

Marcia informed the group that the Mayor of Somerville spoke at Michelle Obama’s Childhood Obesity Press Conference. 

Marilyn informed the group that if we do get the money we will have to hit the ground running. We would have to have something started by April. 

Children in Balance will be ending in May/June and we need something to sustain the program. 

The School Committee recently acknowledged a negative of $2,500 in the food budget. They schools will be applying for more fruits and vegetables grants.

Suggested Projects

The next line of the budget is for Fitness Challenge Support. Jamison stated that they are interested in making the Fitness Challenge regional for next year. Swansea is interested in joining, as well as Somerset. CDREC would need someone else if the Fitness Challenge is to go regional. Jamison mentioned that Somerset asked how the Fitness Challenge works. He told them that weight loss is more of a measure, not a goal. The goal is to create awareness.

Wendy informed the group about Southcost Serves, a organization that meets a UMass Dartmouth that is focused on improving volunteerism within the Southcoast. Wendy mentioned possibly getting an intern through them for the Fitness Challenge.

The Safe Routes & School Wellness line of the budget are extensions of Children in Balance; they are not started yet, due to the new schools & would be implemented in the Fall. 

The next line is the Community Gardens. Previously no one was able to be found. There are about a half a dozen gardens that will be starting up in the Spring. The person that is hired must be a Fall River resident. 

Someone will also be hired to work with farmers that participate in the Farmers Markets.

A Medical Liaison Coordinator will be hired to link patients will fitness center & encourage doctors to write prescriptions for patients to go to the gym.

Another suggested project would be to hire a Worksite Wellness Coordinator to work with the business in the area. The Chamber of Commerce is interested in getting this into some of the larger businesses. 

Health Impact Coordinator would work with the city to create a Health Board. Which will require new projects in the city to gain approval from the Health Board. The board will work with the bus company as well.

Urban Parks Advocacy would be possible due to the Putnam Foundation money. The job has already been posted

Jamison noticed a small discrepancy in the numbers of the Healthy Market Coordinator and Worksite Wellness Coordinator. The budget had 10 hours a week and it was suppose to be 5 hours per week.

The remaining $1,960 was moved to help fund the SCI AmeriCorps. - Amendment
The budget moved and approved 
The discrepancies were amended

The budget with amendments were approved

Report of Work Groups

Access to Health Care –  26 Brazilian Pastors attended the breakfast. It went very well. Access has been working with Pastor John Amaral. Previously, a outreach coordinator went to the Brazilian Churches and wasn’t let in. John Amaral has recently joined Access to Health Care. It was John who rounded up the Brazilian Pastors for the breakfast in order to give them information. It was explained that people only have to go to the ER if it is an emergency. John suggested that Access do another breakfast with the Latino Pastors of the city. A representative from St. Mary Church has recently join Access. They are the only church in the city that has a Brazilian Catholic Mass. 

Wendy mentioned that United Neighbors would like to work with Access on the UVisa, which allows women would are experiencing DV to continue to work toward their Green Card if they leave the relationship.

Access meets the seconds Tuesday of each month.
Youth CHOICES  - Jamison informed the group that the events that took place on MLK Day went well. CHOICES is meeting with the three State Representatives for the area and the DPH Violence Prevention Coordinator. 

The Youth of the Year Nominations are coming out soon.

April 24 is the Regional Youth Summit.

Annemarie informed the group that two youth from Team Fresh met with the Mass Promise Board and will be receiving funding for the Summit. 

Jamison also gave an update on the Fitness Challenge. So far, about 800 people have signed up. They are looking to possibly break the 1000 mark. In the past 3 weeks, the members that weigh in at CDREC have lost a total of 1600 pounds. All the Public Schools in Fall River are involved. 1 school has already walked to Disney World and are now walking to Disney Land.

Healthy City Initiative -  Dave passed out the job openings for the Park Advocate & Community Gardens Organizer. Dave announced that the Partners now has office space. BJ and himself will be putting together all of the files that are scattered about and placing them in a filing cabinet within that office space. A conference is coming up on parks and open spaces.
Announcements

March 11 – Design Team Meeting

March 25 6-8 Town Hall Meeting – Substance Abuse
Attachments

1. Attendance

Meeting Adjourned at 10:00 am 

Next Meeting March 12, 2010
Southcoast Hospitals – Charlton Site

MEETING IN THE JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM

Visit us at www.gfrpartners.com
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