
Partners for a Healthier Community

March 12, 2010
A meeting of Partners for a Healthier Community was held on Friday, March 12, 2010 in Jackson Room at Charlton Hospital in Fall River. Roger Dextradeur called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.   

Minutes

All previous minutes and future minutes will be posted onto MyFallRiver.org
VOTED to approve Minutes through March 12, 2010
Financial Report

Financial Report was circulated at the meeting.

Discussion of financial report

Marcia stated that the taxes have been taken care of and Partners now has liability insurance.

VOTED to approve Financial Report through March 12, 2010
Items for Discussion
· School Nutrition Bill – the bill was passed on Thursday, March 11, 2010

· Paid Sick Days Bill – Dr. Weed drafted a letter for Senator Menard to support the bill

· Local Farm Products Bill – would allow for the purchase of up to $25,000 worth of local farm produce without going through the bid process

It was VOTED that Partners for a Healthier Community would support both bills.
Report of Work Groups

Access to Health Care – The last meeting was cancelled. Paula Harrison asked Pat Fanning to inform the group that she has been diagnosed with Breast Cancer. Paula will know more within the next week. 
Youth CHOICES  - At the last meeting everyone broke into 4 work groups, which proved to work well. Marie Chase informed the group that on March 11 there was a meeting to pick the Youth of the Year. There were 10 nominees and 9 came in for interviews. The decision was made on who the Youth of the Year will be. Jamison told the group that the announcement will be made on Absolutely Incredible Kid Day, March 18, 2010.

The Fall River Public Schools are getting involved with Absolutely Incredible Kid Day. Superintendent Meg Mayo-Brown will be sending a letter to the paper about the youth. The Assistant Superintendent is encouraging the principals to get the teachers to write letters to their youth.

100 Best – Each school is becoming a Promise Place. The drop-out rate also comes into play with 100 Best; the drop-out rate in Fall River has been cut in half. The School Department brought in Ed Lambert to look over what is working and what isn’t. The application for 100 Best is due in June and will be about 17 pages. 

Wendy mentioned that Mayor Flanagan unveiled the first Peace Pole at City Hall. The youth at CDREC painted the stand, which included peace in the 32 active languages that are spoken in Fall River There will be 7 different workshops at the summit. The United Neighbors staff has been going to the various Neighborhood Association meetings to inform them of the neighborhood workshop. Please remember to register for the Peace by Piece Summit, http://myfallriver.org/content/peace-piece-summit-registration or by calling United Neighbors at 508.324.7900. Those that attend the summit can register for a Peace Pole. 

Jamison informed the group that Youth Violence Prevention will lead into the Peace by Piece Summit. The youth groups within Youth VOICE are currently coming up with ideas on how to highlight the week.

Wendy mentioned the articles that Cathy Ann Viveiros has been writing for the Herald News each week highlighting each of the workshops that will be taking place at the summit. United Neighbors received money from Jim Hornsby and the Fall River Human Relations Task Force to be used for the Peace by Piece Summit. The building fee for Kuss was waived, but the custodial fees still have to be paid

Wendy mentioned that the summer teen boot camp that will hopefully happen this summer. It would train teens to go into the schools to present about violence prevention.

Wendy met with the Perry Long, Neighborhood Coordinator. There will be monthly meetings with all of the leaders of the Neighborhood Associations in the city. 

Project YES – With a grant from the Attorney General’s office, 10 youth were hired that will be going into Tansey & Spenser Borden. 9 of the youth are from Durfee and 1 from Diman. All came in dressed to impress. Annemarie made the decision and will be heading up the projects. It will start in April and the youth will go in 2 days a week until the end of June. During the summer it will transform into a park program. The youth workers will teach the youth that are at the park how to do different exercises; which will lead to the summer Olympics. Marcia is willing to speak with Somerville on how their summer lunch program works. CDREC is looking into going into the housing developments to serve lunch and leave, unlike at the parks where they stay and do activities.  If your organization has a location that they feel would benefit from the summer lunch program, let Jamison or Grace know by the middle of April. Jamison informed the group that food safety is check on a weekly basis. They are trying to tweak the lunches a little bit more and are working with the nutrition department within the School Department

Marcia informed the group that Children in Balance replicates the program in Somerville.

Jamison mentioned that one day a week there could maybe be a cookout.

Dr. Weed informed the group that Bristol County is ranked at the bottom for Healthy Behaviors, but at the top for Physical Environment, in a recent health study of Massachusetts. The goal is to get people to purchase and eat healthier foods.

Marcia mentioned a new show that will be on ABC, Jamie Oliver Food Revolution. It starts on March 26. He is going into schools to change the way America eats.

Wendy mentioned that Jamie Oliver takes youth to work in his kitchen and if they make it a year he will put them through culinary school. 

Dr. Weed informed the group that before the start of the series the Herald News will do an article about it. This will hopefully increase interest in the cooking show. 

Fitness Challenge – In total the people that weigh in at CDREC have lost 2000lbs. The MyFallRiver.org module has been a big help. The Silvia School walked 775 miles in February. Amy Jones did a Back to the 80s workout. The YMCA has about 75 participants a day; either working out, swimming, or taking a class. There has been a great deal of interest expressed from surrounding communities concerning the Fitness Challenge; possibly to bring in interns to do marketing and a business plan.  

Healthy City Initiative -  The Design Team hired 2 people; a Parks Advocate and Community Garden Organizer. April 21, 2010 there will be a Healthy City workshop for people that have interests in parks and open spaces. The Community Garden Organizer is working on getting last years garden groups moving.

There is money to do some printing for a dining guide and neighborhood market guide.

An application for a grant to obtain fridgerated display units for fruits and vegetables was put in. 

Currently there is a need for a person to look over all of the environmental studies that have been done in the city. Also a person to create an environmental advocacy group. 

Social Capital Inc. currently has applications for AmeriCorps Member Host sites. SCI is looking to have more AmeriCorps Members placed in the Fall River area.

There will be a Healthy Southcoast Summit, March 23 & 24. To register www.voicesforahealthysouthcoast.org
Marcia mentioned having Mark Fenton as the speaker at the Legislative Breakfast, which is October 29, 2010.

Dr. Weed requested $500 from the CHNA for the Healthy Southcoast Summit. 

The request was moved.
Announcements

HealthFirst has moved to 182 North Main Street and Partners for a Healthier Community has office space there.

April 16 1:30-3:30 the DPH Commissioner will be holding a Regional Health Dialogue at the UMass Dartmouth - Woodland Commons; the Healthy Massachusetts report will be released a few days before.

InterCHNA – March 18 10-12 at the Regional Office

Substance Abuse Task Force Meeting – March 18 9-10 at SSTAR

Attachments

1. Attendance

Meeting Adjourned at 10:00 am 

Next Meeting April 9, 2010
Southcoast Hospitals – Charlton Site

MEETING IN THE JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM
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PAGE  
1

